Surviving Halloween 

An Islamic perspective on a traditional holiday 

Source Reference: http://islam.about.com/library/weekly/aa103098.htm
It's that time of year again, when those of us in North America and elsewhere face the upcoming "holiday fever."  It starts with Halloween, with its ghosts and goblins, and continues thereafter with turkeys, Christmas trees, bunnies, four-leaf clovers, etc.  Every year we as Muslims face the same dilemma:  How do we handle it?  Do we hide out and try to avoid the celebrations, or do we give in and allow our children to participate in some aspects of the fun?

To make an informed decision, we need to understand the history and traditions of these festivities.  Only then can we critically evaluate their role in our lives.

As Muslims, we have two celebrations each year, 'Eid al-Fitr and 'Eid al-Adha.  Our celebrations are based in our faith and our religious way of life.  There are some who argue that Halloween, at least, is a cultural holiday, with no religious significance.  They question why Muslims would have a problem with a fun, candy-filled day of revelry.  To understand the issues that Muslims have with Halloween, we need only look at the origins and history of the holiday.  (Many of the traditions have varying theories about their history, so the most reliable explanations are included here.  More complete information is available in the references and links cited to the right.)

Halloween has clear connections with the Eve of Samhain, a celebration marking the beginning of winter as well as the first day of the New Year among ancient pagans (mushrikeen) of the British Isles (2nd century B.C.).  On this occasion, it was believed that supernatural forces gathered together -- that the barriers between the supernatural and human worlds were broken.  They believed that spirits from other worlds (such as the souls of the dead) were able to visit earth during this time and roam about.  At this time, they celebrated a joint festival for the sun god and the lord of the dead.  The sun was thanked for the harvest and given moral support for the upcoming battle with winter.  In ancient times, the pagans made sacrifices of animals and crops in order to please the gods.  They also believed that on October 31st, the lord of the dead gathered all the souls of the people who had died that year.  The souls upon death would dwell in the body of an animal, then on this day the lord would announce what form they were to take for the next year.

When Christianity came to the British Isles, the church tried to take attention away from these pagan rituals by placing a Christian holiday on the same day.  The Christian festival, the Feast of All Saints, acknowledges the saints of the Christian faith in much the same way that Samhain had paid tribute to the pagan gods.  From an Islamic point of view, they replaced one form of idolatry (shirk) with another.

The customs of Samhain survived anyway, and eventually became intertwined with the Christian holiday.  These traditions were brought to the United States by immigrants from Ireland and Scotland.  Some of these customs are:

Dressing up in costumes:  Dressed in disguises and masks, people imitated supernatural beings roaming the earth at that time.

"Trick or Treating":  It is widely believed that during the Feast of All Saints, peasants went from house to house asking for money to buy food for the upcoming feast.  Additionally, people dressed in costumes would often play tricks on their neighbors.  Blame for the resulting chaos was placed on the "spirits and goblins."

Images of bats, black cats, etc.:  These animals were believed to communicate with the spirits of the dead.  Black cats especially were believed to house the souls of witches.

Games such as bobbing for apples:  The ancient pagans used divination techniques to foresee the future.  There were various methods of doing this, and many have continued through traditional games, often played at children's parties.

Jack-O'-Lantern:  The Irish brought the Jack-O'-Lantern to America.   The tradition is based on the following legend:  There once was a man named Jack, who was a stingy man who drank too much.  He played a trick on the devil, then made the devil promise not to take his soul.  The devil, upset, promised to leave Jack alone.  When Jack died, he was turned away from Heaven because he was a stingy, mean drunk.  Desperate for a resting place, he went to the devil.  The devil also turned him away.  "But where can I go?" pleaded Jack.  "Back to where you came from," said the devil.  The night was dark, so the devil tossed him a lighted coal from the fire of Hell.  Jack, who was eating a turnip at the time, placed the coal inside as a lamp to light his way.  Since that day, he has traveled the world over with his Jack-O'-Lantern in search of a place to rest.   Irish children carved out turnips and potatoes to light the night on Halloween (pumpkins didn't grow in Ireland).  When the Irish came to America in great numbers in the 1840's, they found that a pumpkin made an even better lantern, and this "American tradition" came to be.

What should be clear to Muslims is that all of these traditions are based either in ancient pagan culture, or in Christianity.  As Muslims, our celebrations should be ones that honor and uphold our faith and beliefs.  How can we worship only Allah, the Creator, if we participate in activities that are based in pagan rituals, divination, and the spirit world?  May Allah protect us from such misguidance.  So many people participate in these celebrations without even understanding the history and the pagan connections, just because their friends are doing it, their parents did it ("it's a tradition!"), and because "it's fun!"  Allah described such people in the Qur'an:

"When it is said unto them, 'Come to what Allah has revealed, come to the Messenger,' they say, 'Enough for us are the ways we found our fathers following.'   What!  Even though their fathers were void of knowledge and guidance?" (Qur'an 5:104)
So what can we do, when our children see others dressed up, eating candy, and going to parties?  While it may be tempting to join in, we must be careful to preserve our own traditions and not allow our children to be corrupted by this seemingly "innocent" fun.  When tempted, remember the pagan origins of these traditions (astughrifullah), and ask Allah to give you strength.  Save the celebration, the fun and games, for our 'Eids.  Children can still have their fun, and most importantly, should learn that we only acknowledge holidays that have a religious significance to us as Muslims.  Holidays are not just excuses to binge and be reckless.  In Islam, our holidays retain their religious importance, while allowing proper time for rejoicing, fun and games.

Finally, Allah warned us about following in the footsteps of those who discard faith:

"Has not the time arrived for the believers, that their hearts in all humility should engage in the remembrance of Allah and of the Truth which has been revealed to them?  That they should not become like those to whom was given the Book aforetime, but long ages passed over them and their hearts grew hard?  For many among them are rebellious transgressors." (Qur'an 57:16)
May Allah guide us all to the straight path, forgive us our sins, and shower us with His mercy.
Halloween
Tahir Gul Hasan 
October 20, 2002 


Article Reference: http://www.chowk.com/show_article.cgi?aid=00001478&channel=chaathouse
The ancient pagan devilish ritual
Have you noticed a sudden rise in Halloween celebrations within Pakistan? Halloween was never celebrated in the past; now 31 October is an important date to dish-gazing burger-munching teenagers. The purpose of this article is to look at Halloween`s true meaning, origins and effects on the gullible masses. 

The Alarm 
Last October my daughter begged me to buy her a Halloween costume. She said the schoolteacher had asked all children to participate. I tried explaining to the five-year old impressionable mind but she wept when I disallowed her to celebrate Halloween. Meanwhile I wrote a letter of protest to the school`s principal. The class-teacher appalled me with her ignorance when I spoke to her. She revealed, “On the eve of 31 October or Halloween Day, all the spirits descend for an earthly visit. We are merely exposing kids to new things.” 

As it was too late to disrupt the party, I sent some literature to the school`s administrator to help her understand why I opposed the affair. Shortly afterwards, newspapers carried photos and reports covering Halloween celebrations in Lahore. What was most distressing was that even government officials attended such gatherings. Recently, Kinnaird College, Lahore, advertised the celebration of Halloween by organizing a pop concert. Countless others joined in elsewhere. Nobody stopped to think before wearing a Dracula-mask or pretending to be a witch. What hope could one have from misled leaders to protect the cultural and religious borders? 

The Distant Past 
Halloween means `hallow` (make or honour as holy). It is celebrated a day before All Hallows` Eve or All Saints Day of November 1. The ancient Druids had a three-day autumn celebration at the beginning of November. They believed that on the last night of October spirits of the dead roamed abroad, and they lighted bonfires to drive them away. In ancient Rome the festival of Pomona, goddess of fruits and gardens, occurred at about this time of year. It was an occasion of rejoicing associated with the harvest. Nuts and apples, as symbols of the winter store of fruit, were roasted before huge bonfires. These agricultural and pastoral celebrations also had a sinister aspect, with ghosts and witches thought to be on the prowl. 

Even after November 1 became a Christian feast day honouring all saints, many people clung to the old pagan beliefs and customs that had grown up about Halloween. Some tried to foretell the future on that night by performing such rites as jumping over lighted candles. In the British Isles great bonfires blazed for the Celtic festival of Samhain. Laughing bands of young people disguised in grotesque masks carved lanterns from turnips and carried them through the villages. 

The Romans made Italy, Gaul (present day France), and much of Britain into Roman provinces. The Carthaginians overpowered the Celts in Spain, and German tribes drove the Celts out of the Rhine Valley. Following the Roman conquest, the Anglo-Saxon invasion wiped out most traces of Celtic culture in England. Only in Brittany, the Isle of Man, Wales, Ireland, and the Scottish Highlands were left with traces of Celtic cultural folklore in the Breton, Manx, Welsh, Erse, and Gaelic languages. A prayer in Cornish (Celtic dialect of Cornwall, closely related to Breton and Welsh) goes like this: 
From ghoulies and ghosties, and long-leggty beasties and things that go bump in the night, good Lord deliver. 

The Christian predecessor of Halloween, the Roman Catholic Church`s All Saints` Day was originally celebrated in May, not November 1. In A. D. 608 the Roman emperor appeased the populace of newly conquered heathen territories by allowing them to combine their ancient ritual of Samhain Day with the newly dated All Saints` Day. Rome`s pantheon, a temple built to worship a multiplicity of gods, was converted into a church. While the Christians celebrated the death of departed saints, the pagans devoted the preceding night to their Lord of the Dead. 

The choosing of 31 October is no coincidence. The Celtic calendar celebrated four cross-quarter days. The first on February 2 was known as Ground-Hog Day honouring Brigit, the pagan goddess of healing. The second a May holiday called Beltane was witchcraft`s time to plant. On this day the Druids performed magical rites to encourage the growth of crops. The third, an August harvest festival in honour of the sun god, commemorated the shining one, Lugh. The first three celebrated passing of seasons, times of planting as well earth`s death and rebirth, while the last, Samhain Day marked the coming of winter. More rituals followed in which the cauldron symbolized the abundance of the goddess. It was a season of superstition and spirit conjurations. 

To the Druids, October 31 was the night Samhain returned with the spirits of the dead. They had to be appeased or `treated` or the living would be tricked. Huge bonfires were set on hilltops to frighten away evil spirits and placate supernatural powers that controlled the process of nature. 
The originators of Halloween, Celts and Druids, dominated most of Western Europe; Celtic priests were called Druids, and their religion, Druidism. Only men of good family could become Druids. Membership was highly prized because Druids did not have to fight or pay taxes. They sacrificed criminals to their gods. The Druids were also magicians and astrologers. 

Recent History 
By the late nineteen hundreds, the Irish introduced Halloween to America, and by the late nineteenth century, its customs had become popular. It was an occasion to overturn outhouses, inflict property damage and indulge in deviltry that wouldn`t be tolerated at other times of the year. 
Today children carve faces on hollowed-out pumpkins and put lighted candles inside to make jack-o`-lanterns. Halloween celebrations reflect many of these early customs. Stores and homes display orange and black figures of witches, bats, black cats, and pumpkins. People dress in fanciful outfits go to costume parties, where old-fashioned games like bobbing for apples in tubs of water may be a part of the festivities. Children put on costumes and masks and go from house to house demanding `trick or treat.` The treat, usually candy, is generally given and the trick rarely played. Some parents feel this custom is dangerous. There have been numerous instances in which sharp objects or poisons have been found in candy bars and apples. To provide an alternative to begging for candy from strangers, many communities schedule special, supervised parties and events at Halloween. Even the United Nations has used the Halloween observance to collect money for its children`s fund. 

Halloween Today 
Many devil worshippers and occult groups now ritualistically recognize Halloween as the Devil`s Day throughout America. Over sixty percent of Halloween costumes are sold to adults who become outrageous exhibitionists. One of every four people will dress up as some kind of character. For psychic readers, clairvoyants and self-proclaimed visionaries, it`s the busiest time of the year. Publishers of books on astrology and witchcraft indicate a dramatic increase in sales. Salem, Massachusetts, home of American witchcraft, now celebrates a `haunted happening` at Halloween to expand its summer tourist season. Concerned parents in America report a phenomenal increase in the demand for black cats. Fearing that the animals are being used in bloody sacrificial rituals, the Anti-Cruelty Society has, therefore, made black cats off limits for adoption during the Halloween season. 

Symbols Of Satan 
The traditional jack o` lantern came from the tale of a notorious man named Jack, who was turned away from both heaven and hell. Consigned to roam the earth as a spirit, he put a glowing coal into a carved-out turnip to light his way through the night. The harbinger (which became a pumpkin) symbolized a damned soul. It`s colours orange and black are connected to the occult commemorative masses for the dead held in November. The unbleached beeswax candles are orange and black cloths cover the ceremonial- caskets. 

Other obvious ties with the occult are: 
1. Halloween costumes are taken from the Celtic druid idea that ceremonial participants should wear animal heads and animal skins to acquire the strength of the beast they portrayed and to ward off evil spirits. 
2. The trick or treat came from the Irish tradition when a man led a procession to levy contributions from farmers, lest their crops be cursed by demons. 
3. Dunking for apples came from the old practice of predicting the future. The participant who successfully clenched an apple between his teeth could count on fulfilling romance with the lover of his choice. 
4. Cats represented incarnated humans, malevolent spirits or the `familiars` (demon friends) of witches. 
5. Hazelnuts were used in romance forecasts. Some Halloween food had objects placed inside as a means of fortune telling. 

Conclusion 
Since most Christians will unknowingly take credit for Halloween`s creation, I have some news for my brethren. The word Halloween does not occur in the Bible at all. Jeremiah 10:02 clearly warns: 
Do not follow the ways of other heathens (pagans). 

The Bible also contains numerous warnings regarding prohibition on worship of idols and assigns death penalty for sorcerers and black magicians. 
The Holy Quran contains a surah (chapter) called Jinn. Elsewhere Allah warns with clear references to satanic forces. An authentic Hadith (saying of prophet Mohammed, p.b.u.h) also indicates how Muslims, through lack of faith, may follow other nations to the extent that `If the disbelievers entered a hole in the ground, Muslims would follow.` Through disobedience, a believer falls from grace as disregarding Allah`s command is a satanic character trait. 
With today`s life in the fast lane, most parents hardly have the time to even look at the report-cards of their children; leave aside educate themselves. Continuously exposing impressionable young minds to novel things and ways of life takes its psychological toll. Halloween is not funny business as Satan gets the last laugh. Allowing children to have fun this way is a legless excuse. The educational institutions, the ministry of education, the parents and today`s youth need to understand the implications of such follies. 

Halloween`s negative aspects are firmly rooted in witchcraft, the devil, darkness, skeletons, fear and terror. Sensible anti-occult individuals must step forward to disallow Halloween celebrations. Children are never too young to learn that a day should not be dedicated to devil. © 
HALLOWEEN - Harmless or Haraam? An Islamic Perspective 

By Anwar-ul-Islam 
Source: http://www.witness-pioneer.org/vil/Articles/misc/halloween_an_islamic_perspective.htm

Every year, on the evening of October 31st, millions of children across North America paint their faces, dress up in costumes, and go door to door collecting treats. The adults often decorate their houses with ghostly figures, carve scary faces on pumpkins, and put candles in them to create "Jack-O-Lanterns." Unfortunately, among the millions of North Americans indulging in this custom, many are also Muslims. This article will shed some light on the significance and origins of Hallow'een, and why Muslims should not participate in it. 

Origins of the Hallow'een Festival 

The ancient Celtic (Irish/Scottish/Welsh) festival called Samhain is considered by most historians and scholars to be the predecessor of what is now Hallow'een. Samhain was the New Year's day of the pagan Celts. It was also the Day of the Dead, a time when it was believed that the souls of those who had died during the year were allowed access into the "land of the dead". Many traditional beliefs and customs associated with Samhain continue to be practiced today on the 31st of October. Most notable of these customs are the practice of leaving offerings of food and drink (now candy) to masked and costumed revelers, and the lighting of bonfires. Elements of this festival were incorporated into the Christian festival of All  Hallow's Eve, or Hallow-Even, the night preceding All Saint's (Hallows') Day. It is the glossing of the name Hallow- Even that has given us the name of Hallow'een. Until recent times in some parts of Europe, it was believed that on this night the dead walked amongst them, and that witches and warlocks flew in their midst. In preparation for this, bonfires were built to ward off these malevolent spirits. 

By the 19th century, witches' pranks were replaced by children's tricks. The spirits of Samhain once believed to be wild and powerful, were now recognized as being evil. Devout Christians began rejecting this festival. They had discovered that the so-called gods, goddesses, and other spiritual beings of the pagan religions, were diabolical deceptions. The spiritual forces that people experienced during this festival were indeed real, but they were manifestations of the devil that misled people toward the worship of false idols. Thus, they rejected the customs associated with Halloween, including all representations of ghosts, vampires, and human skeletons - symbols of the dead - and of the devil and other malevolent and evil creatures. It must also be noted that, to this day, many Satan-worshippers consider the evening of October 31st to be their most sacred. And many devout Christians today continue to distance themselves from this pagan festival. 

The Islamic Perspective 

Iman (faith) is the foundation of Islamic society, and tauheed (the belief in the existence and Oneness of Allah) is the essence of this faith and the very core of Islam. The safeguarding of this iman, and of this pure tauheed, is the primary objective of all Islamic teachings and legislation. In order to keep the Muslim society purified of all traces of shirk (associating partners with Allah) and remnants of error, a continuous war must be waged against all customs and practices which originate from societies' ignorance of divine guidance, and in the errors of idol worship. 

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad (s.a.s.) issued a stern warning: "Whoever imitates a nation is one of them!" (Abu Da'oud). Muslims should heed this warning and refrain from copying or imitating the kuffar in their celebrations. Islam has strongly forbidden Muslims to follow the religious or  social  customs  of  the  non-Muslims,  and  especially of the idol-worshippers or those who worship the devil. The Prophet (s.a.s.) said: "By Him in Whose hands is my life, you are ordered to enjoin good and forbid evil, or else Allah will certainly afflict you with torments. Thereafter,  even  your du'a (supplications) will not be accepted." (Tirmidhi). From an Islamic standpoint, Hallow'een is one of the worst celebrations because of its origins and history. It is HARAM (forbidden), even if there may be some seemingly good or harmless elements in those practices, as evidenced by a statement from the Prophet (s.a.s.) "Every innovation (in our religion) is mis-guidance, even if the people regard it as something good" (ad-Daarimee.). Although it may be argued that the celebration of Hallow'een today has nothing to do with devil-worship, it is still forbidden for Muslims to participate in it. If Muslims begin to take part in such customs, it is a sure sign of weak iman and that we have either forgotten, or outrightly rejected the mission of our Prophet (s.a.s.) who came to cleanse us from jahiliyyah customs, superstitions and false practices. 

Muslims are enjoined to neither imitate the behaviour and customs of the non-Muslims, nor to commit their indecencies. Behaviour-imitation will affect the attitude of a Muslim and may create a feeling of sympathy towards the indecent modes of life. Islam seeks to cleanse the Muslim of all immoral conducts and habits, and thus paving the way for the Qur'an and Sunnah to be the correct and pure source for original Islamic thought and behaviour. A Muslim should be a model for others in faith and practice, behaviour and moral character, and not a blind imitator dependant on other nations and cultures. 

Even if one decides to go along with the outward practices of Hallow'een without acknowledging the deeper significance or historical background of this custom, he or she is still guilty of indulging in this pagan festival. Undoubtedly, even after hearing the Truth, some Muslims will still participate in Hallow'een, send their kids "trick-or-treating," and they will try to justify it by saying they are doing it merely to make their children happy. But what is the duty of Muslim parents? Is it to follow the wishes of their children without question, or to mould them within the correct Islamic framework as outlined in the Qur'an and Sunnah? Is it not the responsibility of Muslim parents to impart correct Islamic training and instruction to their children? How can this duty be performed if, instead of instructing the children in Islam, parents allow and encourage their children to be taught the way of the unbelievers? Allah exposes these types of people in the Qur’an "We have sent them the Truth, but they indeed practise falsehood" (23:10). Muslim parents must teach their children to refrain from practicing falsehood, and not to imitate the non-Muslims in their customs and festivals. If the children are taught to be proud of their Islamic heritage, they themselves will, Insha Allah, abstain from Hallow'een  and  other  non-Muslim  celebrations, such as birthdays, anniversaries,  Christmas, Valentines Day, etc. The Prophet Muhammad (s.a.s.) said: The Final Hour will not come until my followers copy the deeds of the previous nations and follow them very closely, span by span, and cubit by cubit (inch by inch). (Bukhari). Islam is a pure religion with no need to accommodate any custom, practise or celebration that is not a part of it. Islam does not distinguish between "secular and sacred;" the Shari?ah must rule every aspect of our lives. 

"You must keep to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Caliphs; cling to it firmly. Beware of newly invented matters, for every new matter is an innovation, and every innovation is misleading." (Bukhari) 

"When the people see a person committing a wrong, but do not seize his hand to restrain him or her from the deed, it is likely that Allah will punish them both." (Abu Da'oud, Nasa'i, Tirmidhi) 
"Whoever imitates a nation is one of them." (Abu Da'oud) 

What to do on Halloween   

We have established, beyond doubt, that the celebration of Hallow'een is absolutely forbidden in Islam. It is HARAM. The question arises as to what to do on this night. Muslim parents must not send their kids out "trick-or-treating" on Hallow'een night. Our children must be told why we do not celebrate Hallow'een. Most children are very receptive when taught with sincerity, and especially when shown in practice the joy of their own Islamic celebrations and traditions. In this regard, teach them about the two Islamic festivals of Eid. (Eid-ul-Fitr is fast approaching, and this is the perfect time to start preparing them for it.) It must also be mentioned that, even Muslims who stay home and give out treats to those who come to their door are still participating in this festival. In order to avoid this, leave the front lights off and do not open the door. Educate your neighbours about our Islamic teachings. Inform them in advance that Muslims do not participate in Hallow'een, and explain the reasons why. (Give them a copy of this flyer if needed.) They will respect your wishes, and you will gain respect in the process. "A person who calls another to guidance will be rewarded, as will the one who accepts the message." (Tirmidhi) 

Finally, we must remember that we are fully accountable to Allah for all of our actions and deeds. If, after knowing the Truth, we do not cease our un-Islamic practices, we risk the wrath of Allah as He himself warned us in the Qur?an: "Then let them beware who refuse the Messenger's order lest some trial befall them, or a grievous punishment be afflicted upon them!" (24:63). This is a serious matter and not to be taken lightly. And Allah knows best. May Allah guide us, help us to stay on the right path, and save us from all deviations and innovations that will lead us into the fires of Hell.

STATISTICS INFO (From 2005)
Halloween Retail Sales Forecast

As consumers begin to dust off their brooms and pointy hats, retailers everywhere are stocking up on spooky merchandise in anticipation of the most haunting day of the year, according to the National Retail Federation (NRF). The NRF 2005 Halloween Consumer Intentions and Actions Survey, conducted by BIGresearch, found that consumers are expected to spend $3.29 billion on Halloween this year, up 5.4 percent from $3.12 billion in 2004. Much of the increase in spending is expected to come from young adults. 

"For many retailers, Halloween represents the big kick-off to the fourth quarter," said NRF President and CEO Tracy Mullin. "Consumers are pulling out all of the stops when it comes to decorating their homes and yards and wearing elaborate costumes, making Halloween an important holiday for retailers.” 

Findings from the NRF 2005 Halloween Consumer Intentions and Actions Survey 

· More than half of consumers, 52.5 percent, plan to celebrate Halloween this year. 

· The average consumer celebrating Halloween will spend $48.48 on merchandise, up from $43.57 last year. 

· Candy remains a holiday staple and the largest spending category at $1.16 billion. The average person plans to spend $18.07 on sweets and 94.6 percent of consumers planning to purchase in that category. 

· Halloween maintains its spot as one of the biggest decorating holidays of the year, second only to Christmas. 59.8 percent of consumers plan to purchase decorations and 47 percent expect to decorate their home or yard. Consumers will spend approximately $840 million on decorations. 

· A huge Halloween spending surge is expected to come from young adults 18-24. This age group will increase their spending by 30 percent this year, to $50.75 on average from $38.90 last year. 

· Spending by 25-34 year-olds is expected to rise 13.9 percent to $62.45 on average, compared to $54.80 last year. 

· Halloween remains the sixth-largest spending holiday after: Winter Holidays ($435.3 billion estimated), Valentine's Day ($13.19 billion), Easter ($9.6 billion), Mother's Day ($11.43 billion), and Father's Day ($8.23 billion). Because it is not a gift-giving holiday or an apparel holiday, it ranks lower than other annual holidays in terms of spending. 

· Costumes are the second largest spending category behind candy. Consumers will spend approximately $1.15 billion on costumes, with 53.3 percent of consumers planning to buy a costume for Halloween. The average consumer will spend $31.88 on Halloween costume purchases. 

· 3.78 million children plan to dress up as a princess on Halloween, making it the most popular Halloween costume for kids this year. 

Hot Halloween Costumes and Costume Trends for 2005

“Classic costumes will always remain Halloween favorites, despite the draw by many kids to dress as their favorite modern-day heroes,” Mullin said. “The key to success for retailers is being able to anticipate the year’s best costumes and stock them in a variety of sizes, since both children and adults are taking part in the fun.” 

“Though many adult costumes will stick close to tradition, others will focus on pop culture and top news stories,” said Phil Rist, Vice President of Strategy for BIG research. “For many adults, creating the perfect costume is a competitive sport. Retailers are refocusing their merchandising strategies to take advantage of young adults’ eagerness to celebrate Halloween.” 

Top Halloween Costumes for 2005
	2005 Top Kids' Costumes 

	
	
	
	# of Children 

	1
	Princess
	11.8%
	3,778,217

	2
	Witch
	5.2%
	1,664,215

	3
	Spiderman
	4.5%
	1,439,321

	4
	Monster
	4.1%
	1,304,385

	5
	Darth Vader
	3.9%
	1,259,406

	2005 Top Adults' Costumes 

	
	
	
	# of Adults 

	1
	Witch
	16.4%
	3,923,124 

	2 
	Vampire 
	6.0% 
	1,448,538 

	3 
	Actor/Famous Person 
	3.3% 
	784,625 

	4 
	Monster 
	3.0% 
	724,269 

	5 
	Pirate 
	2.4% 
	573,380 
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